
Elisha And The Shunimite Woman

elisha and the shunimite woman
elisha and the shunimite woman is a profound narrative found in the Second Book of Kings,
chapter 4, that showcases the extraordinary relationship between the prophet Elisha and a devoted
woman from Shunem. This remarkable account delves into themes of hospitality, faith, divine
intervention, and the powerful impact of selfless kindness. The story highlights Elisha's miraculous
abilities and the woman's unwavering support, culminating in a poignant demonstration of God's
power to restore life. We will explore the origins of their relationship, the specific acts of generosity
that defined it, the tragic event that tested their bond, and the ultimate vindication and blessing that
followed. Understanding the narrative of Elisha and the Shunammite woman offers valuable insights
into biblical principles of faith, obedience, and the rewards of a righteous life.
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The Shunammite Woman: A Profile of Devotion

The narrative of Elisha and the Shunammite woman introduces us to a figure of remarkable
character and profound faith. She is described as a "noble woman" from Shunem, a town in the
territory of Issachar, known for its fertile lands and peaceful existence. Her commitment to
supporting the prophet Elisha and his ministry sets her apart. While the Bible does not offer
extensive personal details about her, her actions speak volumes about her piety, generosity, and her
deep respect for the spiritual leaders of her time. Her story is a testament to how consistent acts of
kindness and support for God's servants can lead to extraordinary blessings.

Elisha's Arrival and the Genesis of a Relationship

The relationship between Elisha and the Shunammite woman began organically as Elisha frequently
traveled through the region of Shunem. Recognizing his status as a man of God and likely observing
his dedication and the burden of his ministry, the woman felt a strong inclination to offer him
hospitality. This was not a mere casual encounter but a deliberate decision to create a welcoming
environment for the prophet. Her husband, though also involved in providing for Elisha, seems to
have been more passively supportive, while the initiative and the deeper spiritual connection are
primarily attributed to the woman. This initial act of recognition and kindness laid the foundation for
a unique and enduring bond.

The Humble Abode: Building a Sanctuary for the
Prophet

The Shunammite woman, with the consent of her husband, devised a plan to provide Elisha with a
dedicated place of rest and ministry whenever he passed through their town. This foresight and
generosity were exceptional. She proposed to her husband, saying, "Let us make a small upper
chamber, with walls, and put therein a bed, and a table, and a stool, and a candlestick: and it shall
be, when he comes to us, that he shall turn in thither" (2 Kings 4:10). This thoughtful preparation
demonstrated a deep understanding of the needs of a traveling prophet. The "upper chamber"
became a private and comfortable space, a sanctuary for Elisha, allowing him to rest and conduct his



prophetic duties without disruption. This act of building a dedicated space for the prophet
underscores the woman's commitment to facilitating God's work through Elisha.

The Prophet's Reward: Gratitude and the Desire to
Repay

Elisha, deeply touched by the woman's selfless hospitality and the thoughtfulness of her provision,
recognized her genuine care and devotion. He expressed his desire to repay her kindness. His
servant, Gehazi, inquired if there was anything Elisha could do for her, such as speaking to the king
or the commander of the army on her behalf. This offer highlights the prophet's awareness of the
woman's potentially influential position, given her description as "noble." However, the Shunammite
woman's response was humble and understated: "I dwell among my own people" (2 Kings 4:13). This
simple reply suggests she was content with her life and her community, and her hospitality was not
extended with any expectation of personal gain or reward. Her focus was on serving God through
serving His prophet, not on worldly advancements.

Gehazi's Greed and the Temptation of Ill-Gotten Gains

When Elisha learned of the woman's contentment and lack of expressed desire, he instructed Gehazi
to find out what good thing he could do for her. Gehazi, perhaps more attuned to worldly
opportunities or simply blinded by his own covetousness, suggested to Elisha, "Verily she hath no
child, and her husband is old." This observation led Elisha to call the woman back. Upon her return,
Elisha prophesied, "About this time next year you shall embrace a son" (2 Kings 4:16). This promise
was a direct response to the perceived need and a supernatural intervention designed to bless the
woman who had so generously blessed others. The contrast between Elisha's selfless prophecy and
Gehazi's earlier focus on material gain is significant.

The Promise of a Son: Faith in the Face of Barrenness

The prophecy that the Shunammite woman would have a son was a profound blessing, particularly
given the circumstances she and her husband faced. The Bible explicitly states, "her husband is old,"
implying that biological parenthood was unlikely through natural means. The woman's reaction to
Elisha's prophecy was one of profound humility and perhaps a touch of disbelief, yet it was not a
rejection of faith. She responded, "Nay, my lord, thou man of God, do not lie unto thine handmaid" (2
Kings 4:16). This statement, while perhaps reflecting a deep-seated acceptance of her barrenness,
also contains an element of hopeful resignation. She did not demand a sign, but her faith was
sufficient to allow the prophetic word to take root. This willingness to believe, even in the face of her
reality, is a key aspect of her character.



The Miracle of Birth: A Life Restored Through Divine
Power

True to Elisha's word, the prophecy was fulfilled. Within the appointed time, the Shunammite woman
conceived and gave birth to a son. This miraculous birth was a direct manifestation of God's power
working through His prophet. The joy and fulfillment this brought to the couple, particularly given
their age, cannot be overstated. The child became the center of their lives, a living testament to
God's faithfulness and Elisha's prophetic anointing. The presence of the son solidified the woman's
relationship with Elisha, transforming their bond from one of hospitality to one of shared divine
blessing. The continued narrative emphasizes the preciousness of this divinely given child to his
mother.

Tragedy Strikes: The Sunstroke and the Child's Death

The idyllic peace and divine blessing were shattered by a sudden and tragic event. One day, the boy,
now a young child, went out to his father in the field with the reapers. He complained of a headache,
saying, "My head, my head!" (2 Kings 4:19). His father, unaware of the severity of the situation,
instructed a servant to carry the boy back to his mother. The child sat on her lap until noon, and
then he died. This moment of profound grief and loss tested the Shunammite woman's faith to its
core. Her immediate reaction was not to cry out in despair or blame, but to exhibit remarkable
composure and faith.

The Journey to Mount Carmel: A Mother's Desperate
Plea

In her grief, the Shunammite woman displayed an extraordinary strength of character and
unwavering faith. She did not immediately succumb to utter despair. Instead, she made a decisive
and determined plan. She instructed her husband to give her a donkey, saying, "Send me away with
the young man. I will go to the man of God and come back" (2 Kings 4:22). Her husband questioned
her reasons, asking why she would go to Elisha on the new moon or the Sabbath, implying these
were special religious days when a prophet might be sought. Her resolute reply, "It shall be well,"
indicates a deep-seated conviction that Elisha held the key to her situation. She journeyed to Mount
Carmel, a place often associated with prophetic ministry and significant divine encounters, with her
deceased son in her arms, seeking out Elisha.

Elisha's Return and the Resurrection Miracle

Upon Elisha's arrival at his house in Shunem, he found the child lying dead on his bed. Elisha,
receiving the news from the woman, immediately recognized the gravity of the situation and the
depth of her faith in bringing him her dead son. He then sent Gehazi ahead with his staff, instructing
him to lay the staff on the child's face. Gehazi followed the instructions, but there was no response.



The lifelessness of the child was a stark reality. Then, Elisha himself went to the house. He entered
the room, shut the door, and prayed earnestly to the Lord. He then stretched himself upon the child,
mouth to mouth, eye to eye, hand to hand. After a period of fervent prayer and physical contact, the
child's body grew warm. Elisha walked back and forth in the room, and then stretched himself upon
the child again. At that moment, the child sneezed seven times and opened his eyes. The miracle of
resurrection had occurred, a profound demonstration of God's power over death through Elisha.

The Aftermath: Safety and Continued Blessings

Elisha then called for the Shunammite woman and presented her with her son, saying, "Take up your
son" (2 Kings 4:36). The joy and relief that flooded the woman must have been immeasurable. Her
faith had been rewarded in the most spectacular way. Elisha then took steps to ensure the safety and
well-being of the woman and her household. The land was experiencing a famine, and Elisha warned
the woman to flee with her family to another region to escape the seven years of severe hunger. He
advised her to stay away until the famine was over. Following his counsel, she went with her
household and lived as a foreigner for seven years. When she returned to the land of Israel, her
house and her land had been maintained during her absence.

Upon her return, she found that her land had been taken over by someone else. She went to the king
to plead for her property. Coincidentally, while she was speaking with the king, Gehazi was present,
and he was in the process of telling the king about Elisha's miraculous acts, specifically mentioning
the resurrection of her son. When the king heard the story and recognized that the woman standing
before him was indeed the mother of the son Elisha had raised from the dead, he restored her house
and all her possessions, along with the income from the land for the years she had been away. This
final restoration further emphasized the long-term blessings that stemmed from her initial act of
kindness and her enduring faith.

Theological Significance: Lessons from Elisha and the
Shunammite Woman

The narrative of Elisha and the Shunammite woman offers several profound theological lessons.
Firstly, it highlights the importance of selfless hospitality and generosity towards God's servants.
The woman's willingness to provide for Elisha without expectation of reward demonstrates a heart
devoted to God. Her actions were not transactional but rooted in genuine respect and devotion,
leading to extraordinary divine favor. Secondly, the story emphasizes God's faithfulness in
responding to the needs of those who honor Him. The prophecy of a son and its miraculous
fulfillment underscore that God honors faith and obedience, even in seemingly impossible
circumstances, such as barrenness.

Furthermore, the Shunammite woman's response to her son's death reveals the power of
unwavering faith in the face of tragedy. Her composure and immediate quest for Elisha, rather than
succumbing to despair, illustrate a deep trust in God's ability to intervene and restore. This story
also serves as a powerful example of the resurrection power of God, demonstrating that death is not
the final word when God is involved. The story also subtly contrasts true prophetic ministry,



exemplified by Elisha's compassion and miracle-working power, with the potential for greed and
spiritual blindness, as seen in Gehazi's character. The eventual restoration of her property and honor
by the king further reinforces the principle that faithfulness and righteousness are often rewarded,
sometimes in unexpected ways, even earthly recognition.

Enduring Legacy: The Power of Faith and Hospitality

The story of Elisha and the Shunammite woman continues to resonate through the ages, serving as
an enduring testament to the transformative power of faith and hospitality. It teaches us that
investing in God's kingdom, by supporting His ministers and demonstrating kindness to others, can
yield blessings far beyond our comprehension. The woman's selfless acts, her steadfast faith in the
face of loss, and her ultimate vindication offer a timeless model for believers. Her legacy is a
reminder that God sees and rewards acts of devotion, and that even in the darkest hours, hope and
divine intervention are possible through faith. The narrative beautifully illustrates how a simple act
of kindness, coupled with profound faith, can open the door to miracles and enduring favor.

Frequently Asked Questions

What's the core takeaway from the story of Elisha and the
Shunammite woman?
The story highlights profound faith, selfless hospitality, and divine faithfulness. The Shunammite
woman's unwavering belief in Elisha, her generous provision for him, and her tenacious pursuit of a
child result in God's miraculous intervention, demonstrating the blessings that come from honoring
God's prophets and trusting in His promises.

How does the Shunammite woman's hospitality set a
significant example?
Her hospitality is remarkable because it's proactive, generous, and discreet. She and her husband
build a special room for Elisha, provide food and lodging, and don't seek personal gain. This selfless
act creates a foundation for a relationship where Elisha can recognize her needs and offer divine
blessing in return.

What does the miraculous birth and subsequent death of the
Shunammite woman's son reveal about Elisha's power?
The resurrections of the Shunammite woman's son are powerful demonstrations of God's authority
working through Elisha. The first instance shows Elisha's ability to foresee the child's birth and then
bring him back to life after his untimely death, underscoring God's power over life and death and His
care for those who show him devotion.



Why is the Shunammite woman's perseverance in seeking
Elisha during the famine so important?
Her perseverance showcases her resilience and faith in the face of extreme hardship. After Elisha
prophesied her child's birth, she experiences a devastating famine. Her decision to seek refuge in
the land of the Philistines for seven years, and then to petition the king for her property upon her
return, demonstrates her determination to reclaim what was rightfully hers and her trust that God
would restore her fortunes.

What modern-day lessons can we learn from Elisha and the
Shunammite woman's interaction?
We can learn the importance of radical hospitality, extending kindness without expecting reward. It
also teaches us about trusting God's promises even when circumstances are bleak and persevering
in faith. The story encourages us to support and honor those who serve God, recognizing that such
acts can lead to unexpected and profound blessings in our own lives.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Elisha and the Shunammite Woman, with descriptions:

1. The Kindred Spirit’s Offering: This story delves into the profound spiritual connection between
Elisha and the Shunammite woman. It explores how her selfless acts of hospitality and faith paved
the way for divine intervention in her life. The narrative highlights the reciprocal blessings that
flowed from their relationship, emphasizing the power of consistent kindness and unwavering belief.

2. Whispers of Providence in Shunem: Uncovering the hidden threads of God’s guidance, this book
focuses on the unseen hand of providence at work in the Shunammite woman’s life. It examines the
subtle ways Elisha’s presence and prophetic word became instruments of God’s plan. The narrative
emphasizes how seemingly small acts of generosity were woven into a tapestry of miraculous
restoration and future joy.

3. The Prophet's Chamber of Hope: This title refers to the special room prepared by the Shunammite
woman for Elisha, symbolizing a sanctuary of faith and expectation. The book explores how this
dedicated space became a conduit for spiritual breakthrough and answered prayer. It illustrates the
profound impact of creating a place where the divine can dwell and bring forth life.

4. An Unbidden Blessing in Gilead: This book focuses on the unexpected and abundant blessings that
showered upon the Shunammite woman, particularly her son's resurrection. It examines the journey
from barrenness and grief to a miraculous fulfillment of her deepest desires. The narrative
emphasizes that blessings are often unearned and a testament to divine grace.

5. Echoes of Faith from the Valley: Drawing inspiration from the land where Elisha ministered, this
book explores the enduring legacy of the Shunammite woman's faith. It reflects on how her
unwavering trust in God’s promises resonated through generations. The narrative highlights the
foundational strength of her belief, even in the face of profound loss.

6. The Widow's Loyal Hand Extended: This title emphasizes the Shunammite woman's role as a



widow and her consistent devotion to the prophet Elisha. It showcases her unwavering commitment
to caring for him, even without immediate personal gain. The book celebrates the quiet strength and
generosity found in supporting God's servants.

7. A Son Restored: The Shunammite's Triumph: This narrative centers on the pivotal moment of the
Shunammite woman's son being brought back to life by Elisha. It details her courageous journey to
find the prophet and her determined plea for her child's return. The book portrays a powerful
testament to a mother's love and faith in the face of despair.

8. The Inheritance of a Faithful Heart: This book explores the rewards reaped by the Shunammite
woman for her faithfulness and hospitality towards Elisha. It delves into how her character and
actions positioned her to receive extraordinary favor. The narrative highlights that true inheritance
lies not just in material wealth but in spiritual favor and divine blessing.

9. In the Shadow of the Oracle: Shunem's Story: This title positions the Shunammite woman within
the context of Elisha's prophetic ministry, emphasizing her proximity to divine pronouncements. It
explores how her life was profoundly shaped by the messages and miracles emanating from the
prophet. The book portrays her as a recipient and participant in God's unfolding word.
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