Ford Explorer Transmission Problem

HAVING PROBLEMS
S INSTALLING YOUR

ford explorer transmission problem

ford explorer transmission problem is a concern for many owners of this
popular SUV, ranging from early models to more recent generations.
Understanding the common issues, their causes, and potential solutions is
crucial for maintaining your vehicle's longevity and avoiding costly repairs.
This comprehensive guide delves into the various ford explorer transmission
problems reported by owners, covering symptoms, diagnostic approaches, and
preventative maintenance strategies. We'll explore specific transmission
types and their associated vulnerabilities, providing you with the knowledge
to address potential transmission failures and keep your Ford Explorer
running smoothly.

Common Ford Explorer Transmission Problems and
Symptoms

Understanding the Ford Explorer Transmission: A
Brief Overview

The Ford Explorer, a stalwart in the SUV market for decades, has undergone
numerous powertrain evolutions. Its transmission systems have varied
significantly across generations, from traditional automatic transmissions to
more advanced sealed units and even those with specialized features like
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SelectShift. Each transmission type, while engineered for performance and
efficiency, can present its own set of challenges. Understanding the specific
transmission in your Explorer model is the first step in diagnosing and
addressing any potential ford explorer transmission problem.

Early models often featured robust, albeit less sophisticated, automatic
transmissions. As technology advanced, Ford introduced more complex
gearboxes, including those with electronic controls and a higher number of
gear ratios to improve fuel economy and driving dynamics. More recent
iterations have seen the introduction of sealed transmissions, designed for a
"lifetime" fill of fluid, which can complicate maintenance but also offer a
more integrated and efficient operation when functioning correctly. Knowing
your specific transmission model, often indicated by a code on your vehicle's
doorjamb sticker or in the owner's manual, is essential for accurate
diagnosis.

Key Symptoms of a Failing Ford Explorer
Transmission

Recognizing the early warning signs of a transmission issue is paramount to
preventing more severe damage and potentially more expensive repairs. A
variety of symptoms can indicate an underlying ford explorer transmission
problem, and it's important to pay close attention to how your vehicle
behaves, especially during acceleration, shifting, and overall driving.
Ignoring these signs can lead to complete transmission failure, leaving you
stranded and facing a significant repair bill.

Some of the most commonly reported symptoms include:

e Slipping gears: This is one of the most indicative signs. You might feel
the vehicle lurch or suddenly drop out of gear, especially when
accelerating or climbing hills. The engine may rev higher than usual
without a corresponding increase in speed.

» Delayed or harsh shifting: The transmission may take an unusually long
time to engage a gear when you shift from Park to Drive or Reverse.
Alternatively, shifts between gears can feel abrupt, accompanied by a
clunking or jarring sensation.

e Transmission fluid leaks: Reddish or brownish fluid under your vehicle,
especially after it has been parked, is a strong indicator of a leak.
Transmission fluid is crucial for lubrication and cooling, and its
absence can quickly lead to overheating and damage.

e Whining or buzzing noises: Unusual sounds coming from the transmission
area, particularly when the vehicle is in motion or when shifting, can



point to worn internal components, low fluid levels, or problems with
the torque converter.

e Burning smell: An acrid, burning odor, often described as burnt toast,
can signify that the transmission fluid is overheating or that internal
components are starting to break down due to friction.

e Check Engine Light or Transmission Warning Light: Modern vehicles are
equipped with sensors that monitor transmission performance. If a
problem is detected, these warning lights will illuminate on the
dashboard, indicating a need for immediate diagnosis.

e Difficulty engaging gears: In more severe cases, you might find it
difficult or impossible to shift the transmission into Drive or Reverse.

Specific Ford Explorer Transmission Issues by
Generation

While many transmission issues can be universal, certain generations of the
Ford Explorer have been more prone to specific ford explorer transmission
problems. Researching your particular model year can provide valuable
insights into common vulnerabilities.

Ford Explorer Transmission Problems: 4R55E and 5R55E
Transmissions (Late 1990s - Early 2000s)

These transmissions, found in many Explorers from the late 1990s to the early
2000s, are known for a few recurring issues. One common problem is the
failure of the rear planetary gear set. This can manifest as a loss of drive
in certain gears, particularly reverse, or a loud clunking noise when
shifting. Another significant issue is the solenoid pack failure, which
controls gear engagement. Symptoms of solenoid pack failure include harsh
shifting, slipping, and the transmission getting stuck in a particular gear,
often referred to as "limp mode." The torque converter clutch (TCC) solenoid
can also fail, leading to shuddering during acceleration or a lack of lock-up
when cruising at highway speeds.

Ford Explorer Transmission Problems: 5R55W and 5R55S
Transmissions (Mid-2000s)

These transmissions, introduced in the mid-2000s, offered improved



performance but also presented their own set of ford explorer transmission
problems. A prevalent concern is the worn out 0-rings and seals within the
valve body. When these seals degrade, they can cause internal fluid leaks,
leading to erratic shifting, delayed engagement, and solenoid issues. The
direct clutch failure is another notable problem, which often results in a
complete loss of forward gears, while reverse might still function. This can
be accompanied by a significant jolt or clunk when attempting to shift into
drive. The input/output speed sensor failures are also reported, causing
incorrect gear selection and illuminated warning lights.

Ford Explorer Transmission Problems: 6R60, 6R75, and
6R80 Transmissions (Late 2000s - Present)

Ford's 6-speed automatic transmissions, known by their designations like
6R60, 6R75, and the widely used 6R80, are found in many modern Explorers.
While generally robust, these advanced transmissions can still experience
ford explorer transmission problems. One common issue is overheating, which
can be exacerbated by towing or heavy loads if the transmission fluid is not
properly maintained or if there are issues with the cooling system.
Mechatronic unit failures are also a concern; this electronic control unit
integrates many transmission functions and its failure can lead to a wide
range of shifting problems, including a complete loss of gear control. Torque
converter shudder can occur due to worn torque converter clutch linings or
issues with the lock-up solenoid. The transmission range sensor (TRS) can
also fail, preventing the vehicle from starting or causing incorrect gear
indication.

Diagnosing Ford Explorer Transmission Issues

Accurate diagnosis is crucial for an effective repair of any ford explorer
transmission problem. This often involves a combination of visual
inspections, diagnostic scan tools, and sometimes, internal transmission
inspection.

Initial Inspection and Fluid Check

The first step in diagnosing a transmission issue is a thorough visual
inspection. Check for obvious leaks around the transmission pan, cooler
lines, and seals. The transmission fluid should also be inspected. It's
important to note that many newer Ford Explorer transmissions are "sealed for
life" and do not have a traditional dipstick for checking fluid levels. In
such cases, a qualified technician will need to access the fill plug to check
the fluid level and condition. If the fluid is low, dark, or has a burnt



smell, it indicates a problem that needs immediate attention. Low fluid
levels are a common precursor to many transmission failures.

Using Diagnostic Scan Tools

Modern vehicles, including the Ford Explorer, rely heavily on electronic
controls for transmission operation. A diagnostic scan tool is essential for
reading trouble codes stored in the Powertrain Control Module (PCM) or
Transmission Control Module (TCM). These codes can point directly to faulty
sensors, solenoids, or other electronic components. For instance, a P0741
code might indicate a torque converter clutch circuit performance issue,
while a P0730 code could signify an incorrect gear ratio problem. A
technician will use these codes as a starting point for further testing.

Transmission Pressure Checks and Solenoid Testing

For more in-depth diagnosis, transmission pressure checks might be necessary.
This involves connecting pressure gauges to specific ports on the
transmission to measure the hydraulic pressure in different gear circuits.
Low or inconsistent pressures can indicate internal leaks, worn clutches, or
a malfunctioning pump. Solenoids, which control fluid flow to engage
different gears, can be tested for proper operation. This might involve
actuating them electronically or testing their resistance and response to
voltage. A malfunctioning solenoid is a frequent cause of a ford explorer
transmission problem.

Internal Transmission Inspection

In cases where external diagnostics don't pinpoint the issue, or if
significant internal damage is suspected, an internal inspection of the
transmission may be required. This involves removing the transmission from
the vehicle and disassembling it to inspect components like clutches, bands,
gears, seals, and the valve body for wear, damage, or contamination. This is
a labor-intensive process and is typically reserved for when less invasive
methods have failed to identify the root cause of the ford explorer
transmission problem.

Repairing Ford Explorer Transmission Problems

The approach to repairing a ford explorer transmission problem depends
entirely on the nature and severity of the issue. Solutions can range from
simple fluid and filter changes to complete transmission rebuilds or



replacements.

Transmission Fluid and Filter Service

For some earlier models, and in cases where early symptoms are detected, a
transmission fluid and filter change can sometimes resolve minor issues. Over
time, transmission fluid can degrade, and the filter can become clogged,
leading to poor lubrication and cooling. Replacing the fluid with the
manufacturer-recommended type and installing a new filter can improve
shifting performance and extend the life of the transmission. However, it's
crucial to note that this is not a cure-all, especially for internal
mechanical failures. For sealed transmissions, this service should only be
performed by qualified technicians.

Replacing Solenoids and Sensors

Many ford explorer transmission problems are caused by faulty electronic
components such as solenoids or sensors. These are typically individual parts
that can be replaced without requiring a full transmission overhaul. For
example, if a diagnostic code points to a specific solenoid issue, replacing
that solenoid can often restore proper transmission function. Similarly,
replacing a failing transmission range sensor or speed sensor can resolve
shifting anomalies and warning light issues.

Valve Body Reconditioning or Replacement

The valve body is the "brain" of the hydraulic system in an automatic
transmission, directing fluid flow to engage different gears. If seals within
the valve body have degraded or if it's clogged with debris, it can lead to a
variety of shifting problems. In some cases, valve bodies can be
reconditioned by replacing worn seals and cleaning internal passages. In
other instances, a complete valve body replacement may be necessary. This is
a common repair for many of the ford explorer transmission problems
encountered in mid-2000s models.

Torque Converter Replacement

The torque converter is a crucial component that connects the engine to the
transmission. Issues like shuddering, slipping, or a failure to lock up at

highway speeds often indicate a problem with the torque converter. Replacing
the torque converter involves removing the transmission and is a significant
repair. It's often recommended to replace the transmission fluid and filter



when replacing the torque converter to ensure optimal performance.

Transmission Rebuild vs. Replacement

If the internal components of the transmission are severely damaged, a
complete rebuild or replacement may be the only viable solution. A
transmission rebuild involves disassembling the transmission, inspecting all
components, replacing worn or damaged parts (clutches, bands, seals, gears,
etc.), and reassembling it. This can be a cost-effective option if the
transmission's core structure is sound. A transmission replacement involves
installing a remanufactured or used transmission. The choice between a
rebuild and replacement often comes down to cost, warranty availability, and
the specific damage incurred. For many severe ford explorer transmission
problems, a full rebuild or replacement is the ultimate resolution.

Preventative Maintenance for Your Ford Explorer
Transmission

While not all transmission issues can be prevented, diligent preventative
maintenance can significantly reduce the likelihood of facing a serious ford
explorer transmission problem and prolong the life of your transmission.

Regular Transmission Fluid and Filter Changes

For Explorer models that have a serviceable transmission fluid, adhering to
the manufacturer's recommended schedule for fluid and filter changes is
crucial. This typically involves changing the fluid and filter every 30,000
to 60,000 miles, depending on driving conditions. Even for "sealed"
transmissions, having the fluid condition checked periodically by a qualified
technician can identify potential issues before they become severe.

Avoiding Overheating

Transmission overheating is a major contributor to premature wear and
failure. Avoid excessive towing beyond the vehicle's capacity, especially in
hot weather or when climbing steep grades. Ensure the vehicle's cooling
system is in good working order, as it plays a role in keeping the
transmission fluid cool. Consider installing an auxiliary transmission cooler
if you frequently tow or carry heavy loads.



Smooth Driving Habits

Abrupt acceleration, hard braking, and unnecessary shifting can put extra
stress on the transmission. Practicing smooth driving habits, such as gentle
acceleration and anticipating stops, can help reduce wear and tear on
transmission components. Avoid "power braking" or revving the engine in Park
before shifting into gear.

Addressing Minor Issues Promptly

Don't ignore small symptoms like occasional hesitation or slightly rough
shifting. Addressing these minor concerns promptly with a professional
diagnosis can often prevent them from escalating into major ford explorer
transmission problems. Early intervention can save significant repair costs
down the line.

By understanding the potential issues and implementing a proactive
maintenance strategy, Ford Explorer owners can better protect their vehicles
and enjoy reliable performance for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the most common Ford Explorer transmission
problems reported by owners?

The most frequently cited Ford Explorer transmission problems include
shifting issues (slipping, harsh shifting, delayed engagement), overheating,
and transmission fluid leaks. Some models have also experienced transmission
control module (TCM) failures, leading to erratic behavior or a complete loss
of transmission function.

Which model years of Ford Explorer are most prone to
transmission issues?

While transmission problems can occur across various model years, certain
generations of the Ford Explorer have seen a higher incidence of complaints.
Specifically, models from the early 2000s (e.g., 2002-2005) and some later
models, particularly those with the 6-speed automatic transmission, have been
more frequently associated with transmission failures and performance issues.

What are the symptoms of a failing Ford Explorer



transmission?

Symptoms of a failing Ford Explorer transmission can include: slipping out of
gear, rough or delayed shifts, a burning smell, whining or clunking noises
from the transmission area, difficulty accelerating, the transmission warning
light illuminating on the dashboard, and a sudden loss of power or inability
to move.

What causes Ford Explorer transmission problems?

Common causes for Ford Explorer transmission problems include low or degraded
transmission fluid (due to lack of maintenance or leaks), overheating, worn
internal components (like clutches or solenoids), faulty sensors or the
transmission control module (TCM), and torque converter issues. In some
cases, manufacturing defects have also been cited.

What are the potential repair costs for Ford
Explorer transmission problems?

Repair costs for Ford Explorer transmission problems can vary significantly
depending on the issue and the extent of the damage. Minor repairs, such as
replacing a faulty sensor or fixing a leak, might cost a few hundred dollars.
However, major overhauls or complete transmission replacements can range from
$2,500 to $5,000 or even more, especially if a remanufactured or new
transmission is required.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to Ford Explorer transmission problems, with
descriptions:

1. In the Labyrinth of Gears: Navigating Ford Explorer Transmission Woes

This practical guide delves into the common transmission issues plaguing Ford
Explorers. It offers a step-by-step approach to diagnosing problems, from
slipping gears to transmission fluid leaks. Readers will find detailed
explanations of the underlying mechanical principles and potential repair
solutions, empowering them to either tackle repairs themselves or have
informed discussions with mechanics.

2. The Shifting Sands of Reliability: A Ford Explorer Transmission Chronicle
This book traces the historical evolution of Ford Explorer transmissions,
highlighting recurring problems and design changes. It examines specific
model years and their associated transmission challenges, providing a
comprehensive overview for owners concerned about their vehicle's longevity.
The narrative explores both the engineering efforts to resolve these issues
and the owner experiences that shaped them.

3. Under the Hood: Unraveling Ford Explorer Transmission Failures
This technical manual offers an in-depth look at the internal workings of



Ford Explorer transmissions. It meticulously details the components involved,
the failure points, and the diagnostic procedures for identifying
transmission malfunctions. The book is aimed at the mechanically inclined
owner or aspiring technician seeking a thorough understanding of the
transmission's complexities.

4. The Silent Grind: Understanding and Repairing Ford Explorer Transmission
Noise

Focusing specifically on audible transmission problems, this book provides
insights into the causes of grinding, whining, and clunking sounds. It guides
readers through identifying the source of these noises, from worn bearings to
hydraulic issues, and outlines potential repair strategies. The emphasis is
on early detection and preventative measures to avoid more severe damage.

5. Beyond the Recall: Owner Strategies for Ford Explorer Transmission
Durability

This resource compiles owner-tested strategies and modifications aimed at
enhancing the lifespan and reliability of Ford Explorer transmissions. It
shares anecdotal evidence and practical advice on maintenance, fluid changes,
and lifestyle adjustments that can mitigate transmission stress. The book
empowers owners to be proactive in protecting their investment.

6. The Transmission Whisperer: Decoding Ford Explorer Symptoms

This diagnostic handbook acts as a personal consultant for Ford Explorer
owners experiencing transmission trouble. It presents a comprehensive list of
symptoms, from erratic shifting to complete loss of drive, and cross-
references them with probable causes and recommended actions. The book aims
to demystify the diagnostic process for everyday vehicle owners.

7. The Fluid Dynamics of Failure: Ford Explorer Transmission Leaks and
Solutions

This specialized guide concentrates on the critical issue of transmission
fluid leaks in Ford Explorers. It meticulously explains how leaks occur, the
importance of proper fluid levels, and the long-term consequences of
neglecting these problems. Readers will find detailed instructions on
locating and repairing common leak points, as well as advice on fluid types
and maintenance schedules.

8. A Driver's Dilemma: Facing Ford Explorer Transmission Expenses

This book addresses the financial burden associated with Ford Explorer
transmission repairs. It explores the costs of various repair options, from
DIY fixes to professional overhauls, and offers advice on budgeting and
seeking cost-effective solutions. The narrative also touches upon consumer
rights and warranty considerations related to transmission issues.

9. The Automated Choreography: Ford Explorer Transmission Control Systems
Explained

This technical treatise examines the electronic control modules and sensors
that govern automatic transmissions in Ford Explorers. It details how these
systems interpret driver input and vehicle conditions to manage gear changes,
and the common electronic failures that can lead to transmission problems.



The book provides a deep dive into the sophisticated technology that powers
modern transmissions.
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